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  Information for your first time at Grace…

THANK YOU for worshipping with us this day.  We hope you experience the presence of God in this place and you are encouraged to further your personal relationship with Jesus Christ.  If you’re looking for a community of believers to worship God with, we would like you to consider us your new church home.  WELCOME!!

HOLY COMMUNION: is offered to all that hunger for the presence and promises of the risen Christ. We welcome all to the Lord’s Table at our service.  
RESTROOMS: are conveniently located in the fellowship hall and in the sanctuary hall.  

OUR WORSHIP TODAY 

MINISTERS: All Members of the Congregation
WORSHIP LEADER: Pastor Kristi Gallimore
        
MUSICIAN: Lori Schafer and Galen Gallimore
AUDIO VISUAL: Jack Vinyard, Nathaniel Gallimore,


        Kristopher Sullivan, Layla Mason
ASISSTANT/PRAYER: 
READER: 
USHER: 
CUSTODIAN: SDA Church
Gathering

L=Leader    A=Assistant   R=Reader   C=Congregation

Welcome To Grace Lutheran Chruch
December 24th, 2025
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service  

  Lighting of the Christ Candle
     Reader: Because injustice and despair threaten to overwhelm us,   

     we pray for hope.
                   Light the first candle in your Advent wreath.
     Reader: Because so many swords have not yet been beaten into 
     ploughshares, we pray for peace.
                  Light the second candle in your Advent wreath.
     Reader: Because grief and loss weigh so heavily, we pray for joy.
                  Light the third candle in your Advent wreath.
     Reader: Because hatred is still so strong, and because people all 
     over the world are suffering, we pray for love.
                  Light the fourth candle in your Advent wreath.
    All: God has come to us as a child, to dwell with us, and to 
    walk with us.
                  Light the Christ Candle in your Advent wreath, 
                  often a candle in the center.
     Reader: May the light and the fire from these candles burn away  

     everything that is preventing the God of hope and peace and joy 
     and love from being born among us.   Brothers and sisters, be not 
     afraid, even now–even now–the light of Christ is overwhelming 
     the world, on earth as it is in heaven!

                           CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS      (Please Stand)
          P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
                                                                           [Silence is kept for reflection.]
     P: Reconciling God,
    C: we yearn for your presence to transform
our grief, pain, and despair.
We confess that we have not always prepared
room in our hearts for your love;
we have not always recognized
your presence among us;
we have not always embraced your message of peace.
We cry out, weary with the burden of violence,
oppression, and fear.
We confess our failure to make room
for those seeking refuge;
our participation in violent systems
that harm your innocent ones;
our reluctance to embody your good news.
Be born in us today
and teach us to sing the joyful song of your salvation.     C: Amen
   P: God’s grace upon grace flows over you.

       ☩ Christ’s presence redeems the whole creation.

        Your sins are forgiven. Let the earth rejoice and be glad!     C: Amen
Sharing the Peace Of GOD

      [Please greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace with a hand      gesture or wave.]

   P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
        and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
  C: And also with you.
   P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

  C: And also with you.               
                             “O Come, All Ye Faithful”                       ELW #283 
(Please Stand)
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Text: attr. John Francis Wade, 1711-1786; tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802-1880, sts. 1, 3—4; tr. unknown, st. 2
Music: ADESTE FIDELES, attr. John Francis Wade




PRAYER OF THE DAY
 P: Let us pray together.  
C: Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the 
      brightness of the true Light. Grant that here on earth we may 
      walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to 
      the brightness of his glory.                                         C: Amen                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
                                                                                       (The assembly is seated)   
Choir Anthem
“Grant Us Peace”

  The Word of God                                                                                                                                                                  
                  First Reading: This poem promises deliverance from Assyrian 
        oppression, a hope based on the birth of a royal child with a name full 
        of promise. While Judah’s king will practice justice and righteousness, 
        the real basis for faith lies in God’s passion for the people: The zeal of 
        the Lord of hosts will do this!
                                                Isaiah 9:2-7
2 The people who walked in darkness
  have seen a great light;
 those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
  on them light has shined.
 3 You have multiplied the nation,
  you have increased its joy;
 they rejoice before you
  as with joy at the harvest,
  as people exult when dividing plunder.
 4 For the yoke of their burden,
  and the bar across their shoulders,
  the rod of their oppressor,
  you have broken as on the day of Midian.
 5 For all the boots of the tramping warriors
  and all the garments rolled in blood
  shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
 6 For a child has been born for us,
  a son given to us;
 authority rests upon his shoulders;
  and he is named
 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
 7 His authority shall grow continually,
  and there shall be endless peace
 for the throne of David and his kingdom.
  He will establish and uphold it
 with justice and with righteousness
  from this time onward and forevermore.
 The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

                              R: The word of the Lord               C: Thanks be to God 
                         “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”              
                                                                              ELW 282 vs. 1 & 2
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1 It came up-on the mid-nightclear, that glo - rious song of old,
2 Still through the clo - ven skies they come with peace-ful wings un - furled,
3 And you, be-neath life’s crush-ing load, whose forms are bend-ing low,
4 For lo! The days are has-t'ning on, by proph-ets seen of old,

NO

from an - gels bend - ing near the earth to touch their harps of gold:
and still their heav’'n-ly mu - sic floats o’er all the wea - ry world.
who toil a - long the climb-ing way with pain- ful steps and slow:

when with the ev - er - cir- cling years shall come the time fore - told,
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“Peace on the earth, good will to all, from heav’n’sall - gra - cious king.”
A - bove its sad and low -ly plains they bend on hov-ring wing,
look now, for glad and gold-en hours come swift - ly on  the wing;
when peace shallo - ver all the earth its an - cient splen-dors fling,
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The world in sol - emn still-ness lay to hear the an - gels sing.
and ev - er o’er its ba - belsoundsthe bless-ed an - gels sing.
oh, rest be-side the wea-ry road and hear the an - gels sing!
and all the world give back the song which now the an - gels sing.

Text: Edmund H. Sears, 1810-1876
Music: CAROL, Richard S. Willis, 1819-1900
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     Second Reading: The appearance of God’s grace in Jesus Christ brings 
     salvation for all humanity. Consequently, in the present we live wisely and 
     justly while also anticipating the hope of our Savior’s final appearance.    
                                                   Titus 2:11-14
11 The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12 training us to renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, 13 while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. 14 He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds.

            R: The word of the Lord                          C: Thanks be to God 
                                                    Children’s Message
                            “O Little Town of Bethlehem”         

                                                                         ELW 279 vs. 1 & 2
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(Please Stand)                                      
Gospel Reading: God’s greatest gift comes as a baby in a manger. Angels announce the “good news of great joy” and proclaim God’s blessing of peace.
                                           Luke 2:1-7
1 In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2 This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 All went to their own towns to be registered. 4 Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5 He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
 
                            “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”                     

                                                                         ELW 272 vs. 1 & 2
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Text: German carol, 15th cent.; tr. Theodore Baker, 1851-1934, sts. 1-2; Harriet R. Krauth, 1845-19285, st. 3; John C. Mattes, 18761948, st. 4
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Luke 2:8-12
 8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11 to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 
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                                    “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”          ELW #276 
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Christ the child is Lord of all! Christ the child is Lord of all!

Christ the child was born for you! Christ the child was born for you!

Text: Polish carol; tr. Edith M. G. Reed, 1885-1933, alt.
Music: W ZLOBIE LEZY, Polish carol




Luke 2:13-20

13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
 14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven,
  and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”

[   15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17 When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.]

            R: The Gospel of the Lord            C: Thanks be to God                                                                                                      
                      (Please be seated)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
                                       Sermon
Pastor Kristi Gallimore                         
                    “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”   ELW #270 vs. 1 & 3






            (Please Stand)
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Hark! The her-ald an-gels sing, “Glo-ty to the new-born king!”

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.
Music: MENDELSSOHN, Felix Mendelssohn, 1809-1847; arr. William H. Cummings, 1831-1915




               PRayers of the people
     A: Empowered by the news of Christ’s birth, let us pray boldly for the 
          church, creation, and all who are in need.     
     A: Lord, in your mercy
     C: hear our prayer
                                [The prayers are concluded…]

     A: With the joy of Christ’s birth in our hearts, we commend our prayers 
          to you, O God, trusting in your boundless mercy and eternal love.




                                   C: Amen    
                                                                                             (Please be seated)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
                                                OFFERING
    We offer our gifts of time, talent, food and finances to God to return to God all the 
    blessings He has first given us. Please put your offering in the plate as it is passed.                                          
                                What Feast of Love              ELW #487
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Oh, taste and see and sing! How sweet the man - na giv - en!
Oh, see and hear and sing! The Word of God is giv - en!
Oh, taste and see and sing! The Son of God is giv - en!

Text: Delores Dufner, oss, b. 1939

Music: GREENSLEEVES, English ballad, 16th cent.
Text © 1993 Delores Dufner OSB. Published by OCP Publications. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




P: God of glory,

great are your wonders among us

and many are the blessings you bestow.

Use us and these your gifts for the needs of the world,

that all the ends of the earth may rejoice in your saving grace,

through Christ our Savior.                                            C: Amen  
                                                   The mEal

Christ is truly present in the bread and the wine.  This makes communion one of the places where God’s touch can be most clearly felt.  [Grape juice and gluten-free wafers are available upon request.]

P: God of all creation, all you have made is good,

C: and your love endures forever.

P: You bring forth bread from the earth

C: and fruit from the vine.

P: Nourish us with these gifts,

   All: that we might be for the world signs of your gracious presence.









    C: Amen
       P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 
           and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
           Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
           Do this for the remembrance of me.
           Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
           drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you 
           and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  
           Do this for the remembrance of me.
                                       For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we 
      proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

             C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again
P: Let us pray the prayer that our Lord first gave us.
  LORD’S PRAYER

  A: Let us pray the prayer that our Lord first gave us.

  C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,


thy kingdom come, thy will be done,



on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

         and forgive us our trespasses,


as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, 

         and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  C: Amen.   
  P: Come for all is ready.                                                       (The assembly is seated)     
                                      Communion Distribution           
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          (Please Stand)
“Lamb of God”
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                                              Away in a Manger                    ELW #277
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Text: North American, 19th cent.
Music: AWAY IN A MANGER, James R. Murray, 1841-1905

live with you there.





      P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you 
    and keep you in his grace.                                                     C: Amen
    P: Incarnate God, you are among us at this table.

May we treasure this gift and ponder in our hearts

the mystery of your presence.

      Move us to discover the wonders of your love in the everyday      

      moments of our lives, through Christ born in us.                  C: Amen                                                                                      
                                        CANDLELIGHTING
                                                                                                                       “Silent Night”                      ELW #281
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Text: Joseph Mohr, 1792-1849; tr. John F. Young, 1820-1885
Music: STILLE NACHT, Franz Gruber, 1787—-1863



                                      
   BLESSING                           
P: The triune God,

glorious Mystery,

holy Incarnate One,

abiding Comforter,

☩ bless you with endless grace, peace, and joy.

   C: Amen.                  
                                               Joy to the World
                 ELW #267             
                                                                                                       (Please Stand)                                                                                                                                    
[image: image21.png]Joy to the World

n H } A

Eg # ! P' - il |L\ i | 1 ih/ - ° -

S = : o ! I ud ud

B — et | P

1 Joy to the world, the Lord s come! Let earth re -
2 Joy to the earth, the Sav - ior reigns! Let all their
3 No more let sin and sor - row grow nor thorns in -
4 He rules the world with truth  and grace and makes the
ﬂ ) i—— 1 i
: =  — — s s - o 2 —
##? s | [J I D D) [ P_‘t

\:JV I 174 I r | r | S|
ceive her Kking; let ev - 'ty heart pre - pare  him
songs em - ploy, while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and
fest the ground; he comes to make his  bless - ings
na - tions prove the glo - ries of his  righ - teous -

Q ﬁi | m— i

: ! K | ! e = 1 . r—
) o : P — | -

J —
room and heav’'n and na - ture sing, and heav’nand na - ture
plains re - peat the sound-ing joy, re - peat the sound-ing
flow far as the curse is found, far as the curse is
ness and won-ders of his love, and won-ders of his

0 4

) A I | [ - | A )

7 4 WA 1 I | e 3 = > I 13 I I )

O e JJ 1 ¢ S 4 |

J N v d 7]
sing, and heav’n, and  heav'n and na - ture  sing.
joy, re - peat, re - peat the sound - ing Joy.
found, far as, far as the curse is found.
love, and won - ders, won - ders of his love.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748
Music: ANTIOCH, English melody, 18th cent.; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792-1872




DISMISSAL

P: Glory to God in the highest!

And peace to God’s people on earth!
Go in joy. Embody God’s redeeming grace.
C: Thanks be to God. 

                                                  POSTLUDE                  
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