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Pastor Kristi Gallimore
  Information for your first time at Grace…

THANK YOU for worshipping with us this day.  We hope you experience the presence of God in this place and you are encouraged to  further your personal relationship with Jesus Christ.  If you’re looking for a community of believers to worship God with, we would like you to consider us your new church home.  WELCOME!!

HOLY COMMUNION: is offered to all that hunger for the presence and promises of the risen Christ. We welcome all to the Lord’s Table at our service.  
RESTROOMS: are conveniently located in the fellowship hall and in the sanctuary hall.  

OUR WORSHIP TODAY 

MINISTERS: All Members of the Congregation
WORSHIP LEADER: Pastor Kristi Gallimore
        
MUSICIAN: Lori Schafer and Galen Gallimore
AUDIO VISUAL: Jack Vinyard, Nathaniel Gallimore
ASISSTANT/PRAYER: 
READER: Bill Rus
USHER: Bill Dabbs & Bill Yoder
CUSTODIAN: Chadd
Gathering

   L=Leader    A=Assistant   R=Reader   C=Congregation

Welcome To Grace Lutheran Church

                           CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS      (Please Stand)
               P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
                                                                           [Silence is kept for reflection.]
               P: Holy God,
    C:  we confess that we have trusted in our preparation

instead of your invitation.

We prioritize our piety over care for your beloved.

We trust the voice of our shame and fear,

which keeps us from entering fully

into relationship with you and others.

We are not awake to the coming of your reign.

Rouse us and rescue us,

          that we may enter into your joy.                              C: Amen
     P: Inherit the riches of God’s grace.

        ☩ Jesus, the good shepherd, feeds you with his mercy.

         You are forgiven.

          Blessed are you.                                                           C: Amen 
Sharing the Peace Of GOD

      [Please greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace with a hand gesture or wave.]

   P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
        and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
  C: And also with you.
   P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

  C: And also with you.             
                                               Gather Us In                         ELW #532
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Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: GATHER US IN, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1982 GIA Publications Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




PRAYER OF THE DAY
 P: Let us pray together.  
C: Righteous God, our merciful master, you own the earth and all its
      peoples, and you give us all that we have. Inspire us to serve you
      with justice and wisdom, and prepare us for the joy of the day of
      your coming.                                                                 C: Amen                                                                                                                                                                   

                                                                                    (The assembly is seated)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
The Word of God                                                                                                                                                                  
        First Reading: Zephaniah (like the prophet Amos in last week’s first 
        reading) presents the day of the Lord as one of judgment and wrath. 
        Descriptions of the last day in the New Testament include details taken
        from Old Testament accounts of the day of the Lord.          
                                                Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18

7 Be silent before the Lord God,
  for the day of the Lord is at hand!
 The Lord has prepared a sacrifice;
  he has consecrated his guests.

 12 At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps,
  and I will punish the people
 who settle like dregs in wine,
  those who say in their hearts,
 “The Lord will not do good,
  nor will he do harm.”
 13 Their wealth shall be plundered
  and their houses laid waste.
 Though they build houses,
  they shall not inhabit them;
 though they plant vineyards,
  they shall not drink wine from them.
 
14 The great day of the Lord is near,
  near and hastening fast;
 the sound of the day of the Lord is bitter;
  the warrior cries aloud there.
 15 That day will be a day of wrath,
  a day of distress and anguish,
 a day of ruin and devastation,
  a day of darkness and gloom,
 a day of clouds and thick darkness,
  16 a day of trumpet blast and battle cry
 against the fortified cities
  and against the lofty battlements.
 
17 I will bring such distress upon people
  that they shall walk like the blind;
  because they have sinned against the Lord,
 their blood shall be poured out like dust
  and their flesh like dung.
 18 Neither their silver nor their gold
  will be able to save them
  on the day of the Lord’s wrath;
 in the fire of his passion
  the whole earth shall be consumed,
 for a full, a terrible end
  he will make of all the inhabitants of the earth.

                 R: The word of the Lord             C: Thanks be to God 
Second Reading: Though we do not know and cannot calculate the day 
of Christ’s return, we live faithfully in the here and now as we anticipate the day when we will be given eternal salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ.
                                    1 Thessalonians 5:1-11
1 Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to have anything written to you. 2 For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3 When they say, “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon them, as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! 4 But you, brothers and sisters, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; 5 for you are all children of light and children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness. 6 So, then, let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober, 7 for those who sleep sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. 8 But since we belong to the day, let us be sober and put on the breastplate of faith and love and for a helmet the hope of salvation. 9 For God has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10 who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him. 11 Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing.

                  R: The word of the Lord       C: Thanks be to God     
 Children’s Message         
                         (Please Stand)
Gospel Reading: Jesus tells a parable about his second coming, indicating that it is not sufficient merely to maintain things as they are. Those who await his return should make good use of the gifts that God 
has provided them.
       Matthew 25:14-30 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 14 “For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to them; 15 to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. At once 16 the one who had received the five talents went off and traded with them and made five more talents. 17 In the same way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents. 18 But the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. 19 After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. 20 Then the one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.’ 21 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things; I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 22 And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two more talents.’ 23 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things; I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 24 Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow and gathering where you did not scatter, 25 so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ 26 But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow and gather where I did not scatter? 27 Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have received what was my own with interest. 28 So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. 29 For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance, but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. 30 As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ ”
                R: The Gospel of the Lord         C: Thanks be to God                                                              

                                                                                                                  (Please be seated)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
 Sermon: 
                            Pastor Kristi Gallimore
                                                                                                    (Please Stand)                                                                                                                                                                                         
                           O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing               ELW #886                          
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Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.
Music: Azmon, Carl G. Gliser, 1784—1829; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792—-1872
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  CREED
                       (A brief statement of the core beliefs of the Christian Church)

      P: Let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,


creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.


He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

           and born of the virgin Mary.

      He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 



was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell.         

 On the third day he rose again.   He ascended into heaven,


 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 


the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,


the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,


and the life everlasting.                                              C: Amen
                 PRayers of the people

  A: United with the great cloud of witnesses, we offer our prayers for the
        church, the world, and all of creation.  
  A:  Lord, in your mercy   

     C:  hear our prayer
                                [The prayers are concluded…]

     A: Into your steadfast love, faithful God, we entrust all for whom we 
           pray, in the name of Jesus, your beloved.                    C: Amen                                    
                                                                                            (Please be seated)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                       OFFERING

    We offer our gifts of time, talent, food and finances to God to return to God all the 
    blessings He has first given us. Please put your offering in the plate.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
                                                                                                                     Open Our Eyes Lord                    TFF #98                            
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  (Please Stand)
          P: Eternal God,

        our time, talents, and treasures are gifts from you.

        Receive what we offer, and all that you entrust to us,

        until there is no more hunger and all the world is fed.        C: Amen                                                      
                                                          The mEal

Christ is truly present in the bread and the wine.  This makes communion one of the places where God’s touch can be most clearly felt.  [Grape juice and gluten-free wafers are available upon request.]

P: God of all creation, all you have made is good,

C: and your love endures forever.

P: You bring forth bread from the earth

C: and fruit from the vine.

P: Nourish us with these gifts,

   All: that we might be for the world signs of your gracious presence.









    C: Amen
 P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 
        and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; 
        this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

        Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to  

        drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 

        for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

     For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
     we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

                       C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again   
P: Let us pray the prayer that our Lord first gave us.

 C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,



on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;


and forgive us our trespasses,



as we forgive those who trespass against us;


and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.


For thine is the kingdom, 

 
   and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.        C: Amen

  P: Come for all is ready.                                         (The ushers will call up you up) 
                                                                                                                    Communion Distribution          
       P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you 
    and keep you in his grace.                                                       C: Amen
  P: Holy God,

       we have received your never-ending mercy in this meal.

       You continuously seek the lost, bind the injured,

       and feed your people abundantly.

       Now send us out, awake to your presence, now and forever.  C: Amen         
  SENDING
                                                 BLESSING                           (Please Stand)
 The holy Trinity,

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,

bless you with wisdom to welcome the reign of God,

today and always.

C: Amen.
                     [The assembly is seated.]                                                                                                                                                    
BRIEF ANNOUNCEMENTS & WEEKLY REFLECTION                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                               O God Our Help in Ages Past               ELW #632
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Text: Isaac Watts, 1674—-1748, alt.
Music: St1. ANNE, William Croft, 1678-1727

our hope for years to come,

and our eternal home.
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DISMISSAL

P: Go in peace. Encourage one another.
C: Thanks be to God. 
POSTLUDE

16

