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Pastor Kristi Gallimore
  Information for your first time at Grace…

THANK YOU for worshipping with us this day.  We hope you experience the presence of God in this place and you are encouraged to  further your personal relationship with Jesus Christ.  If you’re looking for a community of believers to worship God with, we would like you to consider us your new church home.  WELCOME!!

HOLY COMMUNION: is offered to all that hunger for the presence and promises of the risen Christ. We welcome all to the Lord’s Table at our service.  
RESTROOMS: are conveniently located in the fellowship hall and in the sanctuary hall.  

OUR WORSHIP TODAY 

MINISTERS: All Members of the Congregation
WORSHIP LEADER: Pastor Kristi Gallimore
        
MUSICIAN: Lori Schafer and Galen Gallimore
AUDIO VISUAL: Jack Vinyard, Nathaniel Gallimore,



        Kristopher Sullivan, Layla Mason
ASISSTANT/PRAYER: Cheryl Johnson
READER: Pat Dabbs
USHER: Sara & Buddy Hooks-Bender 
CUSTODIAN: John
Gathering
L=Leader    A=Assistant   R=Reader   C=Congregation

Welcome To Grace Lutheran Chruch
                           CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS      (Please Stand)
               P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
                                                                           [Silence is kept for reflection.]
     C: Mighty God, lover of justice, 
 you call us to life in community,

 but we have served our own interests

 at the expense of our neighbors.

 We have sown deceit where honesty was needed.

 We say the right words, but our hearts are far from you.

 Turn us to seek your face.

 Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ,

 that we may do justice, love mercy,

 and walk humbly with you, our God.                              C: Amen.
    P:  The former things have passed away,

          and new things God now declares:

          Like a spring of water that never fails,

          God covers you in the righteousness of Christ,

          and forgives your sin in ☩ Jesus’ name.

          May the Spirit give you strength to live for others,

          and bless you with the gift of peace.


    All:  Amen.
Sharing the Peace Of GOD

      [Please greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace with a hand gesture or wave.]

   P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
        and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
  C: And also with you.
   P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

  C: And also with you.              
                                                 As We Gather                      ELW #522
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Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944
Music: IN BABILONE, Oude en Nieuwe Hollantse Boerenlities en Contradansen, 1710
Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
 P: Let us pray together.  
C: Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your 
      kingdom to the lowly and the pure in heart. Give us a hunger 
      and thirst for justice, and perseverance in striving for peace.

                           


            
           C: Amen                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
                                                                                       (The assembly is seated)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
The Word of God                                                                                                                                                                  
        First Reading: With the mountains and the foundations of the earth as the 
        jury, God brings a lawsuit against Israel. God has “wearied” Israel with 
       a long history of saving acts. God does not want or expect lavish sacrifices 
       to attempt to earn divine favor. Rather God empowers the people to do 
       justice, to love loyalty to God, and to walk shrewdly in God’s service.
       Micah 6:1-8
1 Hear what the Lord says:
  Rise, plead your case before the mountains,
  and let the hills hear your voice.
 2 Hear, you mountains, the case of the Lord,
  and you enduring foundations of the earth,
 for the Lord has a case against his people,
  and he will contend with Israel.
 
3 “O my people, what have I done to you?
  In what have I wearied you? Answer me!
 4 For I brought you up from the land of Egypt
  and redeemed you from the house of slavery,
 and I sent before you Moses,
  Aaron, and Miriam.
 5 O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised,
  what Balaam son of Beor answered him,
 and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal,
  that you may know the saving acts of the Lord.”
 
6 “With what shall I come before the Lord
  and bow myself before God on high?
 Shall I come before him with burnt offerings,
  with calves a year old?
 7 Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams,
  with ten thousands of rivers of oil?
 Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression,
  the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”
 8 He has told you, O mortal, what is good,
  and what does the Lord require of you
 but to do justice and to love kindness
  and to walk humbly with your God?
                                        R: The word of the Lord              C: Thanks be to God 
   Second Reading: According to the world’s standards of power and might, 
   the message of the cross seems stupid and offensive. Yet this word reveals 
   the paradoxical way God has chosen to work power and salvation through 
   weakness, rejection, and suffering. Hence the message of the cross becomes 
   true wisdom and power for believers.
                                              1 Corinthians 1:18-31
18 The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written,
 “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,
  and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.”
20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scholar? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of the proclamation, to save those who believe. 22 For Jews ask for signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23 but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to gentiles, 24 but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength.
  26 Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28 God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to abolish things that are, 29 so that no one might boast in the presence of God. 30 In contrast, God is why you are in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 31 in order that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”
           R: The word of the Lord              C: Thanks be to God
Children’s Message
(Please Stand)
Gospel Reading: Jesus opens the Sermon on the Mount by naming those who are blessed in the reign of God.
                                             Matthew 5:1-12
1 When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he sat down, his disciples came to him. 2 And he began to speak and taught them, saying:
  
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
  4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
  5 “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
  6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.
  7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.
  8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
  9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
  10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
  11 “Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”

                 R: The Gospel of the Lord            C: Thanks be to God                                                                                                                      
                                  (Please be seated)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
            Sermon
                            Pastor Kristi Gallimore
                                       [image: image3.png]



                                              Blest Are They
                             ELW #728        
 








                (Please Stand)
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   CREED
                       (A brief statement of the core beliefs of the Christian Church)

      P: Let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,


creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.


He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

           and born of the virgin Mary.

      He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 



was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell.         

 On the third day he rose again.   He ascended into heaven,


 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 


the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,


the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,


and the life everlasting.                                              C: Amen      
                  PRayers of the people
  A: As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, 
        the whole human community, and the well-being of the earth, 
        our home.     
  A: Lord, in your mercy   

     C: hear our prayer
                                [The prayers are concluded…]

     A: Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, 
          we commend all for whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made 
          known to us.



                        C: Amen                                    
                                                                                               (Please be seated)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
                                                       OFFERING
    We offer our gifts of time, talent, food and finances to God to return to God all the 
    blessings He has first given us. Please put your offering in the plate as it                                                                                   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    (Please Stand) 
 Give Thanks                         TFF #292
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Text: Henry Smith
Music: GIVE THANKS. Henry Smith

Text and music © 1978 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music (ASCAP). All rights reserved. International © sccured.

Duplication in any form prohibited withoul permission or valid license (rom copyright administrator.




P: God of majesty,

 no eye has seen, no ear has heard

 what you have prepared for those who love you,

 yet in this meal you reveal the vastness of your mercy.

 Use what we have gathered to proclaim
 the reign of God has come near.                                       C: Amen
                                                          The mEal

Christ is truly present in the bread and the wine.  This makes communion one of the places where God’s touch can be most clearly felt.  [Grape juice and gluten-free wafers are available upon request.]

P: God of all creation, all you have made is good,

C: and your love endures forever.

P: You bring forth bread from the earth

C: and fruit from the vine.

P: Nourish us with these gifts,

   All: that we might be for the world signs of your gracious presence.









    C: Amen
 P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 
        and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; 
        this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

        Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to  

        drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 

        for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

     For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
     we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

                       C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again   
P: Let us pray the prayer that our Lord first gave us.
 C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,



on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;


and forgive us our trespasses,



as we forgive those who trespass against us;


and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.


For thine is the kingdom, 
 
   and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.        C: Amen
  P: Come for all is ready.                                         (The ushers will call up you up) 
                                                                                                                  Communion Distribution          
      P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you 
    and keep you in his grace.                                                       C: Amen
  P: Radiant God,

      we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. In the sacrament  

      of his body and blood you have drawn us to your heart.  Send us from 
      this table with delight, that our lives may reflect the beauty of your 
      love, and bear witness to all we have seen and heard.            C: Amen
  SENDING
                                            BLESSING                           (Please Stand)
May the triune God,

who has put a new song in your mouth

and tuned your heart for praise

☩ bless you now and forever.

                                                   C: Amen.                  [The assembly is seated.] 
            BRIEF ANNOUNCEMENTS & WEEKLY REFLECTION    
                                                                                                                                     Blessed Assurance                     ELW #638    
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     (Please Stand)                                          
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Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915
Music: ASSURANCE, Phoebe P. Knapp, 1830-1908




DISMISSAL

P: Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy.
C: Thanks be to God. 
POSTLUDE
16

