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Pastor Kristi Gallimore
  Information for your first time at Grace…

THANK YOU for worshipping with us this day.  We hope you experience the presence of God in this place and you are encouraged to  further your personal relationship with Jesus Christ.  If you’re looking for a community of believers to worship God with, we would like you to consider us your new church home.  WELCOME!!

HOLY COMMUNION: is offered to all that hunger for the presence and promises of the risen Christ. We welcome all to the Lord’s Table at our service.  
RESTROOMS: are conveniently located in the fellowship hall and in the sanctuary hall.  

OUR WORSHIP TODAY 

MINISTERS: All Members of the Congregation
WORSHIP LEADER: Pastor Kristi Gallimore
        
MUSICIAN: Lori Schafer and Galen Gallimore
AUDIO VISUAL: Jack Vinyard, Nathaniel Gallimore,



        Kristopher Sullivan, Layla Mason
ASISSTANT/PRAYER: Cheryl Johnson
READER: Galen Gallimore
USHER: Bill Yoder & Kristopher Sullivan
CUSTODIAN: SDA Church
Gathering

   L=Leader    A=Assistant   R=Reader   C=Congregation

Welcome To Grace Lutheran Chruch

                           CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS      (Please Stand)
               P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
                                                                           [Silence is kept for reflection.]
              P: Gracious God,

    C:  have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.
For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you:
     P: Gracious God,

    C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.
     P: For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word:
     P: Gracious God,

    C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.
     P: For failing to recognize your coming reign,

         and for hindering the work of the Spirit: 
     P: Gracious God,

    C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.
     P: For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition,

          and for disdaining the living water Christ offers: 
     P: Gracious God,

    C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.
     P: For disregarding voices from the margin,

         and for distrusting signs of your healing and hope in the world:
     P: Gracious God,

    C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.
     P: For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent,

          and for disregarding Christ’s call to come forth to life:
     P: Gracious God,

    C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.
               P: God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound.

         Through faith, the free gift of God,

         you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ.

         In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.

         The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead

         dwells in you, pours God’s love into your hearts,

         and gives you life and peace.                                     All:  Amen.     
Sharing the Peace Of GOD

      [Please greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace with a hand gesture or wave.]

   P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
        and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
  C: And also with you.
   P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

  C: And also with you.              
                                   I Want Jesus to Walk with Me         ELW #325
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Text: African American spiritual

Music: SOJOURNER, African American spiritual





PRAYER OF THE DAY
 P: Let us pray together.  
C: O God, you bring us to new life to live as your children. 
     Strengthen our faith that by your Spirit we may lift up your life 
     to all the world.     




          C: Amen                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

                                                                                       (The assembly is seated)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
The Word of God                                                                                                                                                                  
        First Reading: God’s call of Abram and Sarai has a clear purpose—that
        through them all the families of the earth would gain a blessing. As they 
        set out on their journey, they are accompanied by promises of land, nation, 
        and a great reputation.                                         
                                                   Genesis 12:1-4a

1 The Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. 2 I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”
  4a So Abram went, as the Lord had told him, and Lot went with him.
              R: The word of the Lord              C: Thanks be to God     
Second Reading: In the person and example of Abraham we discover that a right relationship with God does not involve earning a reward from God but entails trusting God’s promises. Abraham is the forebear and model for both Jews and Gentiles, because we too trust that ours is a God who gives life to the dead.



  Romans 4:1-5, 13-17       
1 What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the flesh? 2 For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. 3 For what does the scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.” 4 Now to one who works, wages are not reckoned as a gift but as something due. 5 But to one who does not work but trusts him who justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned as righteousness.
  13 For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14 For if it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15 For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law, neither is there transgression.
  16 For this reason the promise depends on faith, in order that it may rest on grace, so that it may be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (who is the father of all of us, 17 as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”), in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist.        
              R: The word of the Lord            C: Thanks be to God      
Children’s Message
(Please Stand)
Gospel Reading: A curious Pharisee visits Jesus by night to learn from the teacher his friends reject. Jesus speaks to him about life in the Spirit and the kingdom of God.
                                                  John 3:1-17
1 Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2 He came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with that person.” 3 Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” 5 Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. 6 What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ 8 The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 9 Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10 Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things?
  11 “Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen, yet you do not receive our testimony. 12 If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 13 No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.
  16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.
  17 “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world but in order that the world might be saved through him.”
            R: The Gospel of the Lord            C: Thanks be to God                                                                                                                      
                                  (Please be seated)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
                    Sermon Pastor Kristi Gallimore  
       El Shaddai                       (Please Stand)                                   
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                  Music ByJohn W. Thompson    CCLI Song # 26856 © 1981, 1982 Mole End Music

             For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. www.ccli.com   CCLI License # 1124257
CREED
                       (A brief statement of the core beliefs of the Christian Church)

      P: Let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,


creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.


He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

           and born of the virgin Mary.

      He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 



was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell.         

 On the third day he rose again.   He ascended into heaven,


 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 


the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,


the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,


and the life everlasting.                                              C: Amen      
                PRayers of the people

  A: Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, 
        let us pray for the world and its needs.
  A: Lord, in your mercy   

     C: hear our prayer
                                [The prayers are concluded…]

     A: Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and 
          salvation.



                        C: Amen                                    
                                                                                               (Please be seated)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                






              OFFERING

    We offer our gifts of time, talent, food and finances to God to return to God all the 
    blessings He has first given us. Please put your offering in the plate as it                                                                                   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  (Please Stand)                        
                                                                                                                                                   Sanctuary   

        Words & Music by







            John W. Thomspon                                                                                                                                  
[image: image13.emf]
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CCLI Song #24140 / 1982 Full Armor Publishing / License #1124257

       P: O God, maker of heaven and earth,

        your steadfast love embraces all creation.

        You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth

        and bring forth its bounty.

        Through these gifts of bread and wine,

        draw us into the death and life of your Son,

        who calls us to bear witness to his saving work.

        We ask this in Jesus’ name.                                      C: Amen

                                                          The mEal

Christ is truly present in the bread and the wine.  This makes communion one of the places where God’s touch can be most clearly felt.  [Grape juice and gluten-free wafers are available upon request.]

P: God of all creation, all you have made is good,

C: and your love endures forever.

P: You bring forth bread from the earth

C: and fruit from the vine.

P: Nourish us with these gifts,

   All: that we might be for the world signs of your gracious presence.









    C: Amen
 P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 
        and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; 
        this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

        Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to  

        drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 

        for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

     For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
     we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

                       C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again   
P: Let us pray the prayer that our Lord first gave us.
 C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,



on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;


and forgive us our trespasses,



as we forgive those who trespass against us;


and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.


For thine is the kingdom, 
 
   and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.        C: Amen
  P: Come for all is ready.                                         (The ushers will call up you up) 
            Communion Distribution          
      P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you 
    and keep you in his grace.                                                       C: Amen
 P:  God of our salvation,

       we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, reconciles us 
       to you, and strengthens us for the journey. Through the body and 
       blood of your Son, may we become Christ’s body in the world,

       bearing witness to your love for all creation.                         C: Amen
  SENDING
                                            BLESSING                           (Please Stand)
Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity:

God, who calls all things into existence,

Jesus Christ, who redeems us,

and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation,

☩ bless you now and always.

                                                   C: Amen.                  [The assembly is seated.]                                                                                
            BRIEF ANNOUNCEMENTS & WEEKLY REFLECTION                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
                  God Loved the World                   ELW #323   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     (Please Stand)                                          
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Text: Gesangbuch, Bollhagen, 1791; tr. August Crull, 1846-1923, alt.
Music: ROCKINGHAM OLD, Edward Miller, 1731-1807, adapt.




DISMISSAL

P: Go in peace. Believe the good news.
C: Thanks be to God. 
POSTLUDE
16

